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Depleted
Uranium

What Is Depleted Uranium?

CRAWFORDN The Lone Starlconoclastastweekconducteda testby asking20
Texans representingll walks of life andfrom different territoriesof the state, OWhatreyour
views on depleteduraniun?O

Nineteenhadno cluewhattheinterviewerwastalking about.

Oneoffered, OlsnQhat thestuff thatO&auledawayfrom nuclearpowerplant?O
Noneknewthat depletediranium(DU) is radioactivematerialbeingusedin military
ammunitionandnoneknewthat theU.S. military is utilizing weapongo launchthesenuclear

DU projectilesin Irag.

Likewise, not one of the queriedTexanswasawarethat DU posessignificanthealth
threatsnot only to Iraqis, butto Americansaswell, for the radioactivityspreadgrom continent
to continentthroughthe atmospherandis broughthomethroughsoldiersto their familiesand
associates.

Uraniumis one of the heaviestlementdoundin natureandincreases radioactivityasit
decaysAfter enricheduraniumwhich s to be usedfor nuclearfuel is extractedrom natural
uranium,the leftover nuclearwaste,commonlyknown asdepleteduranium,is storedin steel
cylindersfor public protection.

Depleteduraniumis heavy,cheapabundantandis providedfree of chargeto arms
manufacturergasa way of disposingof the material.

DU roundsareusedin a variety of high intensityweaponsandis usedin a variety of
forms. Sincethe projectilesareso powerful,the DU getshot and oxidesinto aerosollike
particlesthat canbe less tharl0 micronsor smallerthana white blood cell andare,therefore,
easilyinhalable.

Accordingto a studyconductedy lliya Pesicin a paperentittedODepletetdraniumN
Ethicsof the Silver BulletO
<http://cseserv.engr.scu.edu/StudentWebPages/IPesic/ResearchPapéndreare serious
long-term effectsof DU in Iraq.

Olnregionsheavily hit by DU, studieshaveshownthat numerousivilians haveextensive
problemswith theirimmunesystemsmalignantcancergsuchasludicrously highleukemia
rates),heartproblems andbizarreabnormalbirth defects(suchaschildrenbornwithout eyes,
ears,tongue.etc.).In someregions,leukemiahasbecomeone of the main formsof cancer
relateddeath.O
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Pesiccontinues OContaminatealgricultureandwatersupplieshelp spreadthe DU dust
which continuesto hurt peoplein diferentregionswhereDU ammo washot used.O

Pesicnotesthat veteransindcivilians exposedo DU haveexperienceextensive
irreversibledamageo kidney and partial kidneyfailure. OCancereelatedto oneOblood, bone,
andimmunesystembecomecommon. Therarealsovariousotherbiological effectsclaimed
from DU, suchaschronicfatigue,respiratoryproblems heartproblemsdigestiveorgan
damage(e.qg. liver failure andsevererectalbleeding),etc.O

For this edition, Thelconoclastcontactedcsomeof the top expertsin thefield of depleted
uranium,who agreedo be interviewed:

¥LeurenMoret, a Berkeleybasedgeo scientistwith expertisan atmospheriaust.

¥Dr. Doug Rokke,Ph.D.,Major (retired) United StatesArmy Reserveformer Director of
the U.S. Army DepletedUraniumProject.

¥MelissaSterry,a Gulf War veteranwho is surviving the effectsof depleteduranium.

Theinterviewsarepresentedn theseformats:A Military PerspectiveA Scientific
Perspectiveand A SurvivorO®erspective.

Onthe samesubject,Thelconoclasts publishingan editorialencouraginghe Texas
Legislatureto provideDU testingfor soldierswho arereturningfrom overseasso that if
problemsexist, they canbe addressed.

A Scientific Perspective
Interview with Leuren Moret, Geo-Scientist

A Military Perspective
Interview with Dr. Doug Rokke, Ph.D, former Director of the U.S. Army Depleted Uranium Project

A Survivor’s Perpsective
Interview with Melissa Sterry, Gulf War Veteran who is surviving the effects of depleted uranium
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